PARIS  TREATY  SILENT 
ON  FRENCH  LANGUAGE 

By  FRED  WILLIAMS 

ount  Bennett  erred  when  in 
peech  at  Toronto  on  Oct.  31  lie 
asserted  that  the  Treaty  of  Paris  of 
1763  guaranteed  the  laws,  the 
language  and  the  religion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec (which  meant  all  Canada).  It 
is  amazing  that  so  erudite  a  lawyer 
as  Lord  Bennett  should  make  such 
a  blunder. 

It  has  been  clearly  proved  that 
the  use  of  the  French  language 
was  not  mentioned  in  the  treaty. 
The  French  language  was  never 
promised  in  any  treaty.  Neither  in 
the  terms  of  capitulation  of  Quebec 
Sept.  18.  1759;  in  those  at  the 
capitulation  of  Montreal,  Sept.  8 
1760,_norinthe  Treaty  of  Paris,  Feb! 
10,  1763,  is  there  any  mention  of  the 
use  of  the  French  language,  mueh 
Its  official  recognition  on  a 
parity  with  English. 

It  is  true  that  in  1765  the  Lords 
of  the  Council  sent  instructions  for 
the  publication  of  ordinances  in 
French,  but  this  was  a  concession, 
not  a  treaty  right.  These  state- 
ments are  made  on  the  authority  of 
the  late  W.  J.  White,  K.C.,  a  former 
batonmer  of  the  Bar  of  Montreal. 

The  French  language  was  allowed 
in  the  first  Legislature  of  Lower 
Canada  in  1792,  but  when  the  Prov- 
ince of  Canada  was  formed  in  1840 
a  ban  was  put  upon  the  use  of 
French.  This  continued  until  1847 
when  French  was  again  made  an  of- 
ficial language.  This  was  ratified 
by  the  British  North  America  Act 
1867.  It  was  a  concession  won  by 
French-Canadian  legislators,  but 
was  never  incorporated  in  «nv 
treaty.  ' 
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Given  to  the  Department  of 
Engineering  Drawing  by  rt.D.  Foulds, 
from  the  library  of  Engineering  his  , 
father,  W.C.  Foulds,  a  graduate  in 
Engineering  of  1910. 
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